
The Evolution of Big-Bore Hunting:

From Lever Actions to Modern Innovations

Big-bore hunting rifles have long held a special place in the hearts of hunters around the world. 
These powerful firearms are designed to take down the largest and most dangerous game, such 
as elephants, rhinos, and cape buffalo. The evolution of big-bore hunting has been shaped by 
the need for stopping power, innovation in rifle technology, and the ongoing pursuit of 
precision. From their early days on African safaris to their modern-day applications, the history 
of big-bore rifles is a tale of power, craftsmanship, and the enduring spirit of adventure.

Origins of Big-Bore Hunting

The concept of big-bore hunting began with the need for reliable rifles that could stop large, 
dangerous game in its tracks. Early hunters in Africa and India faced the challenge of bringing 
down massive animals at close range, where quick, decisive action was often the difference 
between life and death. Early big-bore cartridges were developed specifically for this purpose, 
delivering massive energy with each shot to penetrate thick skin and bones. As hunting 
technology evolved, so did the demand for rifles that could deliver both power and precision. 
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Technological Advancements in Big Bore Rifles

The rise of modern ammunition and rifle manufacturing has dramatically influenced big-bore 
hunting. Innovations in bullet design, metallurgy, and rifling techniques have made it possible 
for hunters to achieve greater accuracy and stopping power. Cartridges such as the .500 S&W 
Magnum, .460 S&W Magnum, 500 Linebaugh, and 475 Linebaugh represent the peak of 
modern big bore performance. These powerful calibers deliver the energy needed to stop the 
most dangerous game while maintaining high precision.

Modern big-bore rifles, like the Big Horn Armory Model 89 in .500 S&W Magnum, incorporate 
advanced engineering to ensure smoother operation, faster follow-up shots, and greater 
reliability. These improvements give hunters the confidence to take on even the most 
challenging hunting scenarios, whether in Africa or North America. The innovation and 
craftsmanship behind these rifles ensure that they remain versatile tools in the hands of today’s 
hunters.

Big Bore Rifles for Deer, Elk, and Other Game

While big-bore rifles are often 
associated with hunting large and 
dangerous animals, they are also 
highly effective for smaller game, 
such as deer and elk, when using the 
proper bullet. With the right load, 
these rifles can deliver a clean, ethical 
shot that causes minimal damage to 
the meat. When a deer is hit with a 
big-bore round, it falls like a stone, 
removing the need for tracking or 
chasing down a wounded animal. The 
power and precision of big-bore 
calibers ensure that your shot is 
effective and humane, regardless of the game size.

The Culture and Appeal of Big-Bore Hunting

Big-bore rifles are not just tools for hunting—they are symbols of adventure, tradition, and 
craftsmanship. The thrill of taking down large game with a big-bore rifle is something that many 
hunters pursue not only for the challenge but also for the connection to hunting's historical 
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roots. While the demand for big-bore rifles has expanded to recreational hunters today, they 
remain essential for professional hunters who guide safaris and manage dangerous game 
populations.

In North America, big-bore rifles are gaining popularity for hunts involving grizzly bears, moose, 
and bison. The versatility of certain big bore calibers, like the .500 S&W and 475 Linebaugh, has 
made them suitable for both North American and African game, providing hunters with a 
reliable option for diverse hunting scenarios.

 

Big Horn Armory: Continuing the Tradition of Big-Bore Hunting

At Big Horn Armory, the tradition of big-bore hunting lives on through the production of 
premium big-bore rifles. BHA rifles are designed to provide modern hunters with the power, 
precision, and durability needed for tackling the largest game. Models like the Model 89 in .500 
S&W and the Model 90 in .460 S&W offer cutting-edge performance while honoring the 
craftsmanship and legacy of traditional big-bore firearms.

BHA’s commitment to quality ensures that each rifle is built to exacting standards, combining 
modern materials with time-honored techniques. These rifles are crafted to handle high-
pressure loads while providing hunters with the accuracy needed for ethical shots, even in the 
most challenging conditions. Whether you're hunting dangerous game in Africa or North 
America's most formidable species, BHA’s rifles are built to deliver the stopping power and 
reliability that big-bore hunters demand.
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Conclusion

The evolution of big bore hunting reflects both technological advancements and a deep respect 
for tradition. From early safaris to modern hunting expeditions, big-bore rifles have remained a 
symbol of adventure and challenge. Today, companies like Big Horn Armory continue to push 
the boundaries of rifle design, providing hunters with the power and precision needed to 
pursue the world's largest game with confidence.

With our modern innovations and dedication to quality, BHA rifles ensure that the legacy of big-
bore hunting will continue for generations to come.
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